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THE DUTY ON BOOKS. 



This is mainly a question of the price of labor, 
although the publishing business is one surrounded by- 
conditions peculiarly its own, which militate against 
the American in a contest with his foreign competitors. 
A book, more perhaps than anything else, is the result 
of human labor applied to raw material otherwise 
worthless, and labor forms a vastly larger proportion 
of the cost than of most products. A few rags, a little 
lampblack, and a fragment of cloth are the raw 
materials. All else is labor, and consequently the 
price of labor in the country in which a book is pro- 
duced largely controls the cost of production. 

With the demands of the Government for labor and 
its products during the war, and the increase in the cir- 
culating medium, the price of labor employed on books 
steadily advanced. This made but little difference 
while the premium on gold was high, for the prices of 
foreign books were high also. The demand for and the 
production of books largely increased, and at the end 
of the war it was difficult to supply that demand. 
Had the then existing condition of things continued 
until to-day the book business of the country would 
now beyond a question exqeed its present proportions 
one hundred per cent. In 1865 the imports were only of 
the value of $289,310. With the decline in the pre- 
mium on gold, however, there was no corresponding 
decline in the rate of wages, but with printers and 
others an increase, and consequently we have been 



placed under serious disadvantages in the sharp eon- 
test with our British rivals into which we have found 
ourselves forced. During the calendar year 1871 the 
imports of books and other publications were of the 
declared value of $2,313,269, but making due allow- 
ance for undervaluation, they could have been but 
little, if any, short of $3,500,000. 

In 1860, compositors in the United States received 
29 and31 cents perlOOO ems; inl872, they receive47 and 
50. In March last English compositors received 25 
cents. In 1860, weekly hands (compositors) received 
here $10 to $12 per week; in 1872 they receive $18 to 
$25. In London they now receive $8 64. In 1860, 
stereotyping in the United States cost on an average 
70 cents per 1000 ems; in 1872 it costs $1 45. In 
Philadelphia to-day the price of press-feeders (females) is 
$6 per week ; in London $1. Cost of pressmen here 
is from $22 to $30 per week; that of the English is 
about. $8 per week. In 1860 ordinary press-work was 
40 cents, it now ranges from 55 to 90 cents per token.* 

* The following letter confirms these statements in regard to the 
comparative rates of wages paid by American and English makers 
of books, and is well worthy of thoughtful study by workingmen 
and employers, as well as Jby those who demand to know why pro- 
tection is necessary in this country : — 

Cambbidge, Mass., May 10, 1873. 

Deab Sib : A fellow-workman having lent me a pamphlet con- 
taining a speech delivered by you, March 16, 1872, against free 
trade, I take the liberty of addressing you, as I am interested in 
that subject. Sir, let us look at the blessings of free trade where it 
works so well. I cannot do better than take my own case. When 
in England I alwaCys had a great desire to come to this country, not 
that I expected to get rich, but wanted to be able to save something 
for my maintenance in my old. age. In 1857 we began to save. In 
1864 Mr. H. O. Houghton was in England trying to engage some 
compositors, printers, and book-binders. I am a book-binder and 
applied to him to see if he would pay our passage — ^myself, wife, and 
two children. He came to Derby and I told him what I could do. 



One other of the conditions already alluded to as 
affecting the American publisher, is this: Except in 
the case of very popular books a large item in the cost 
is setting up the type or making the stereotype plates. 
In England, with his peculiar advantages as to cheap- 
ness in these particulars, the publisher has it in his 
power to -get and keep control of the American mar- 

He agreed to advance our passage-money. We had been saving 
nearly seven years, had twenty-four shillings per week, which was 
the best wages given. I had saved only £12 10«. 

What is the difference between my life there and that which I 
enjoy here ? Mr. Houghton lent me money to buy furniture, and 
with the passage-money I was in debt for $370. I received $15 per 
week first, have been advanced several times ;, now I have $22 per 
week. I paid the debt, have my life insured, and $615 in the bank. 
This has been done in less than eight years. You mention Hon. 
H. O. Houghton speaking of the compositors of England not being 
able to pay their passage ; there were about twenty in the same 
shop with me, and not one married man better off than myself. 

Since I have been here several trade societies have passed laws 
for the payment of men^s passage to this country, as feo few can do 
so. You speak of the children of the brickyards of Leicester. I 
have seen them. I worked at the hosiery in Leicester ; had to sew 
three dozen pairs of children's socks per day, when only about 
deven years of age. Excuse me for correcting you, but I think you 
are mistaken in saying that mechanics do not often taste meat there. 
I have been in Nottingham, Leicester, London, and Derby, and 
from what I saw I think the mass of the people have meat about 
five times a week. Allow me to wish you success in your efforts 
to keep the American public from such miseries as the free-trade 
policy of England has brought upon the English people. 

Respectfully yours, JAMES WILSON. 

P. S. — I worked' with a book-binder who had a large family and 
only eighteen shillings per week, who told me he had only tasted 
beef about once in three months ; but this is an exception. 

Hon. W. D. Kelley. 
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ket, and he does so, with many books. Once having 
his type set up or his stereotype plates made, he can 
and will make books for this market without inter- 
ference with or reference to that at home, at a fraction 
above the cost of paper and printing, if he has compe- 
tition here in any particular book, or if not at a price 
sufficiently low to prevent its reprint at a lower price 
than he charges. Thus, while in certain lines of books 
he stamps out American competition by cheapness, in 
others he holds the market at a higher price than the 
American would charge, because the American finds 
the risk too great to encounter, seeing that the English 
edition is being placed in the market in quantities, and 
knowing that the price may at any moment be reduced 
to suit the emergency. 

As an illustration of the first case it may be men- 
tioned that American Prayer Books of the Episcopal 
Church, small Sibles, the English standard authors 
from Shakspeare to Thackery, of which there are nu- 
merous American editions which were formerly sold 
in quantities^ are now largely, and in some cases 
almost wholly,supplied to American readers in English 
editions. This has taken place, be it remembered, 
under a tariff of 25 per cent, ad valorem. All of these 
books and many more are " books printed in the Eng- 
lish language of an edition unrevised for twenty 
years," and all of which it is proposed to admit free of 
duty by the House of Representative bill No. 2322. 

In illustration of the second case it may be stated, 
that there is a daily increasing indisposition to reprint 
English books, many of which would be given to the 
American public at far lower prices if reprinted, and 
are not, because of the ability and the disposition of 
English publishers to hold above the head of his Ame- 
rican competitor the threat of a supply cheap enough 
and large enough to overwhelm him should he attempt 
to issue an edition of his own. So great is this influ- 



ence with myself that I now seldom reprint an English 
book, and, as a consequence, American readers are sup- 
plied with few but English editions of such technical 
books as have originally appeared in England. Of 
French books I have published translations of many, 
for the reason that few such books are translated in 
England, and, having copyrights on my own transla- 
tions, I have absolute control of the market, and feel 
no fear that a rival translation will be made. The 
publisher first in the field with a book has a decided 
advantage, unless the book be one in large and constant 
demand, and his competitor can also manufacture it 
much cheaper. 

* 

Should House-bill 2322 become the law of the land 
in its present form, I have no hesitation, after an ex- 
perience of thirty years, in expressing the opinion that, 
by virtue of the " twenty years" clause, it sounds the 
death-knell of American publishing, so far as books 
are concerned which have been published for that 
length of time, and on which no American copyright 
subsists. 

Further, under the provision of this bill, as regards 
books which are imported for " or by order of any col- 
lege, academy, school, or seminary of learning, for its 
own use or that of its instructors," it is believed that 
the day is not far distant which will see our magnifi- 
cent school-book business overwhelmed, and our school- 
books largely manufactured in England. Since the 
passage of the " Education Bill" in England great at- 
tention has been paid to the manufacture of school- 
books, and in this branch they have equal, if not 
greater, advantages over us than in miscellaneous 
books. For myself, I am convinced that if this tariff 
bill be passed, not one year will elapse before an Eng- 
lish " Geography and Atlas" will be introduced into 
American schools, and imported " by order of" and for 
** the use of" them, free of duty. Few clauses have ever 
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been introduced into an American tariff more pregnant 
with evil effects than is this one. "With the two free 
clauses named not only will great injury be inflicted 
upon American publishers, paper-makers, printers, 
book-binders, and others, but these people will suffer a 
grievous wrong at the hands of their own government. 
To foreigners will be granted the privilege of placing 
books in this market freed from the payment of any 
American taxes whatsoever, while the American is 
subjected to the payment of local, State, and National 
taxes, which amount to a heavy percentage upon his 
business. In Philadelphia, for city purposes alone, the 
taxes upon real estate are now over two per cent, on 
a full valuation, and amounting in many cases to the 
full annual rental before the war. As the country 
lives solely off of its productions, so must all taxes be 
eventually paid by its producers, unless some portion 
can be levied upon foreigners who seek our markets 
and enjoy the advantages thereof. 

Even in the few cases where the foreign producer of 
books is not allowed by the provisions of bill No. 2322 
to come into our markets upon better terms than the 
American producer possibly can, the duty levied is so 
extremely small that it will afford no manner of pro- 
tection to the American whose labor is so much more 
expensive. Even in the fraudulent manner in which 
English invoices are now made out most books pay 
higher duties under the present ad valorem duty of 25 
'per cent, than they will under the proposed tariff. 
Twenty-five cents per pound would be a moderate rate, 
and while it would be heavier upon some of the more 
bulky and cheap books now invoiced at one-third or 
one-half of their publication prices, it would be less on 
the more expensive ones, as will be illustrated by the 
following figures: — 
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Sohellen's Spectrum Ana- 
lysis. 8vo 

Watts' Dictionary of Che- 
mistry. (Supplement.) 
Svo. ••••.• 

Foss' Judges of England. 
8vo 

Thndicum and Dupr6 on 
Wine. Svo 

DeschanePs Electricity 
and Magnetism . . . 

Palmer's Desert of the 
Exodus. 2 vols. . . . 

Freeman's Norman Con- 
quest. Vol. iv. . . . 

Eastlake's Hints on House- 
hold Taste .... 

Roger's History of Agri- 
culture, and Prices. 2 
vols. 8vo 

Banking's Mechanics . . 

Wonders of Engraving . 

Carpenter on the Micro- 
scope 

Paris under the Commune 

Huxley's Lay Sermons . 

Wallace on Natural Selec- 
tion 

Timbs' Wonderful Inven- 
tions 

Schlegel's History of Lite- 
rature. (Bohn.) . . . 

Sunny Days 

My Young Days . . . 

Millicent and her Cousins 

TroUope's Garstangs of 
Garstang Grange. 3 
vols 
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CQ 


28s. 


3 lbs. 


4oz. 


Q4.i. 


.81 


.40} 


31s. ed. 


3 lbs. 


12 oz. 


1.06A 


.93} 


.47 


21s. 


3 lbs. 


8 oz. 


.701 


.87} 


.43t 


25s. 


3 lbs. 


4oz. 


.841 


.81 


.40} 


4s. 6(f. 


lib. 




•15A 


.25 


.12} 


28s. 


3 lbs. 


4 oz. 


.94i 


.81 


.40} 


21s. 


3 lbs. 




.71 


.75 


.37} 


18s. 


lib. 


5 oz. 


.61 


.48} 


.24^ 


36s. 


5 lbs. 




1.21} 


1.25 


.62} 


12s. 6rf. 


2 lbs. 




.42 


.50 


.25 


12s. U. 


lib. 


10 oz. 


.42 


.40} 


.20J 


12s. U. 


lib. 


13 oz. 


.42 


.45 


.22} 


10s. 6d. 


lib. 


8 oz. 


.35 


.37} 


.181 


10s. 6d. 


lib. 


1 oz. 


.35} 


.26} 


.13t 


8s. 6(i. 


lib. 


1 oz. 


.29 


.26} 


.13* 


5s. 


lib. 


4 oz. 


.17 


.31 


.15} 


3s. U. 




15 oz. 


.12 


.23} 


.111 


2s. 6d. 




8 oz. 


■ .08} 


.12} 


.6} 


2s. 6c/. 




11 oz. 


.08} 


.17: 


.8| 


3s. U, 




13 oz. 


.12 


.20i 


.lot 


31s. 6c/. 


3 lbs. 


12 oz. 


1.06x\ 


.68J 


.341 



*^* The Shilling is reckoned at 27 cents currency. 

As to the magnitude and importance of the Ameri- 
can publishing interest, it may be stated that the pro- 
ductions of books in Philadelphia for 1870 were of the 
value of $4,193,485, while those of the entire country 
were probably not less than $15,000,000. 
2 
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By those who have been disposed to look on in total 
unconcern as to the result of a fight between their own 
countrymen — who are paying American taxes, employ- 
ing American labor, and consuming American mate- 
rials — ^and foreigners who are not doing any of these 
things, it may be thought that, however hard the fate 
of their countrymen may be, it is to the interest of the 
consumer to buy his books where for the moment he 
can buy them cheapest. This is a grave error. The 
way towards a cheap American literature is to be found 
in a large and unobstructed American market to the 
American. More than any other product the cheap- 
ness of books is in proportion to the largeness of the 
market. For instance, in my own branch, the entire 
sale of a valuable and important technical book is often 
but 1000 copies. Could 5000 be sold they might be 
furnished at half the price, and larger profits would be 
realized. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the 
committee, permit me to say the enemy has made a 
lodgement in our works ; do not, by any act of yours, 
permit him to obtain entire control of them. Indeed 
we cannot, we shall not for one moment, harbor the 
idea that you, the custodians of the affairs of your 
countrymen, their well-being and happiness, will 
extend any aid whatsoever to the foreigner in such 
a contest as this. The American publisher is engaged 
in an honorable and most useful calling, and he 
feels that he has an unquestionable right to look to his 
government — to the support of which he contributes 
his means, and which he is at all times ready loyally 
to defend — for ample and eflGicient protection, and until 
he has evidence to the contrary he will believe that he 
shall obtain it. 
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